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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF WOOTTON BRIDGE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 15 JUNE AT 7.00PM 
IN WOOTTON COMMUNITY PRIMARY SCHOOL, CHURCH ROAD, WOOTTON BRIDGE.    
 
Present : Councillor Ken Morris Chairman 

Councillor Steve Porter Vice Chairman 
Councillors Barry Abraham  Dick Doran  Barrie Hailstone  Peter Mundell  
Roy Murphy  Miss Sarah Fulford   

   
Also present:  2 Members of the public     
   Mrs L Smith Parish Clerk 
 
Matters raised during the Open Forum 
 

• It was asked whether there is any news on the old school building in New Road. 
It was responded that there are rumours circulating regarding the possible closure of the building and 
concern was expressed as to where these started as there has been no decision made  about the Youth 
Service and whether buildings will be sold or not.  
It was then suggested that moves be taken to obtain listed status for the building. This was generally felt 
a good idea.   

 

• It was asked whether there had been any movement from the IW Council regarding the promised traffic 

survey. 
The local member had emailed the Head of Highways about this matter this morning. It was suggested 
that Highways be invited along to a Parish Council meeting. General concerns were raised over the way 
that Highways deals with the Parish Council and it was agreed to write a strong letter of concern  about 
all the outstanding highways issues  in the village that have been reported but not actioned. 

    

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 

 

10/233. Apologies for absence were received from Councillor R Ashley and Councillor B Ballard who has 
informed the Clerk he will be joining the meeting later. 
 

2. MINUTES. 

 

10/234. RESOLVED – THAT THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 MAY 2010 BE APPROVED AS 

A CORRECT RECORD AND SIGNED BY THE CHAIRMAN. 

 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.     

  

10/235. Councillor D Doran – Personal and prejudicial – Matters relating to Tesco Express. 
Councillor R Murphy – Personal and Prejudicial – Matters relating to the WICI. 

 

4. MATTERS ARISING.  

           Progress reports only. 
 

           10/236. Purchase of marquee. (Minute 10/197) 
           The purchase of the marquee is in hand. 
 

10/237. Footpath by Sloop. (Minute 10/200) 
It was reported that there has been some improvement to this footpath. The ENO has been out to look at 
the footpath this week and could find no problem.  

 

10/238. Recreation Ground Toilets. (Minute 10/195) 
A local builder has now looked at the toilets and given a very rough indication of how much the toilets would 
take to renovate. Members agreed that it would now be worth investigating this matter further and it was 
agreed to contact Property Services to ask for a specification of what is needed, including disabled access 

etc. This matter will be placed on the next Agenda for further consideration.. 
 

 10/239. Playground dog sign. (Minute 10/196) 
           The winning design has been chosen and the sign is in the process of being produced. 
 

           10/240. Parish Council review. (Minute 10/207) 
The meeting has still to be arranged. The Clerk suggested that this could take place on the return of the 
Acting Clerk from her two weeks leave. 
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5. PLANNING APPLICATIONS. 

 

10/241. P/00721/10 TCP/17781/E 
Replacement of planning permission (P/00727/05/TCP/17781/D: chalet bungalow) in order to extend 
the time limit or implementation. 

Kingsways, New Road, Wootton Bridge 
RESOLVED – THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL RAISES NO OBJECTIONS TO APPLICATION P/00721/10 
TCP/17781/E 

 

 10/242. P/00606/10 TCP/30146 

 Demolition of annexed holiday unit, outline for residential bungalow. 
 Land adjacent the Fens, and north of Fairhaven, Lower Woodside Road, Wootton Bridge 

RESOLVED – THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTS TO APPLICATION P/00606/10 TCP/30146 ON 

THE GROUNDS THAT IT FALLS OUTSIDE THE VILLAGE DEVELOPMENT ENVELOPE. 

 

           10/243. P/00688/10 TCP/30141 

Removal of condition no. 2 on TCP/02687/M which states that the proposed holiday chalets shall not be 
used as living accommodation during the period 16th

 November to 14
TH

 February except for two weeks at 
Christmas in each year. 
Stonecot, Lower Woodside Road, Wootton Bridge. 
RESOLVED – THAT WITH REGARD TO APPLICATION P/00688/10 TCP/30141 THE PARISH COUNCIL IS 
OF THE VIEW THAT AS THE CHALETS ARE FOR HOLIDAY USE THE CONDITION SHOULD REFLECT THIS 

AND REMAIN IN PLACE.   

 

Matters raised by members of the public in respect of the following three planning applications for Tesco 

Express included:-  

• A resident of Rectory drive explained that he was speaking on behalf of a number of residents.  There are 
concerns over the appearance and height of the service yard/ fencing. 

It was then pointed out the height of the fence is as a result of concerns from the adjacent business 

premises over noise.   
  It was then suggested that screening could be provided. 

• It was then asked whether it is necessary to illuminate the signs which will shine into the nearby 
properties. 

 

            10/244. P/00732/10 TCP/22290/J 

Revision to development approved under P/00409/07 to allow installation of a canopy and service yard 
gates. 
Land at junction of High Street and Rectory Drive, Wootton Bridge. 
Discussion ensued when it was commented that the purpose of the fencing is to cover all the plant. The 
fence is of close boarded wood and noise levels will be low. 

 

At this point Councillor D Doran left the room. 

 

RESOLVED – THAT BEFORE COMMENTING ON APPLICATION P/00732/10 TCP/22290/J A SITE VISIT 

WITH THE PLANNING OFFICER BE HELD TO CLARIFY THE POSITION OF THE FENCING. 

 

10/245. P/00763/10 A/02381/B 

1 x illuminated fascia sign; 1 x illuminated projecting sign; 2 x non-illuminated double sided pole mounted 

signs; vinyls. 
Land at junction of High Street and Rectory Drive, Wootton Bridge. 
 RESOLVED – THAT PRIOR TO THE PARISH COUNCIL FORMULATING ITS COMMENT, APPLICATION 

P/00763/10 A/02381/B BE DISCUSSED AT THE SITE MEETING TO BE HELD WITH THE PLANNING 
OFFICER.  

 

10/246.  P/00764/10  A/02381/C 

1 x illuminated double sided pole mounted forecourt sign. 
Land at junction of High Street and Rectory Drive, Wootton Bridge. 
RESOLVED – THAT PRIOR TO THE PARISH COUNCIL FORMULATING ITS COMMENT, APPLICATION  

P/00764/10  A/02381/C BE DISCUSSED AT THE SITE MEETING TO BE HELD WITH THE PLANNING 

OFFICER.  

 
Councillor D Doran rejoined the meeting at this point. 
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10/247. P/00774/10  TCP/28080/H 

Revision to boat store approved under P/00593/09 to agree alteration to finishes and the siting of 
windows. 

Land to rear of Courtlands Woodside Road. 

RESOLVED – THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL RAISES NO OBJECTIONS TO APPLICATION P/00774/10 
TCP/28080/H.  

   

ii) To receive any notices of planning decisions, appeals, Tree Preservation Orders. etc. 

 

10/248. Decisions. 

P/01638/09 TCP/23884/B  Withdrawn 

P/01938/09 TCP/23884/C  Approved 

P/00483/10 TCP/00886/M  Approved 

P/00460/10 TCP/29743/A  Approved 

P/00436/10 TCP/28910/A  Approved 

P/00320/10 TCP/03925/J  Approved 

 

6. YOUNG PEOPLE’S REQUIREMENTS IN THE VILLAGE. 

To welcome the Youth Club member to the meeting and to discuss youth issues in the village. 
 

10/249. There were no Youth Club representatives present at the meeting. 
 

7. WICI. (Wootton Interactive Community Information) 
 

10/250. Progress report. 
General progress report. The Clerk reported that considerable progress has been made, including 
the facilities set up at the HIC and in the Training Suite.  The kiosk (which is the flagship of the WICI) 
has been ordered and the Heron Family graphics plus the sponsors’ logos have been supplied to the 
manufacturer.  

The project has slipped slightly behind schedule as a result of the web designer resigning but the 
Project Team is back in control and good progress is again being made. There are a few issues 
regarding the site management which need to be addressed and then training for the WICI can be 
rolled out in the training suite. 
The new web site is being updated on a regular basis and content is being added to the WICI as it is 

received. 

 

Official Launch. WICI terminals will be installed at the Party in the Park for the purposes of the official 
launch and hands on workshop.  There will be a colouring competition of the Heron family for the 
children and there will also be a “naming of the herons” competition to promote and familiarise 
people with the “heron family”.  There will be stickers for the children and coasters for the adults as 
part of the promotional material. It is planned to be a big launch and is an opportunity to showcase 

the WICI and what it offers  for the village. 
 

10/251. To remind members that help is still needed to supply content for the WICI.     
Members were reminded that updating of content will be ongoing. All local information submitted will be 
considered for inclusion.  

 

10/252. To consider a Management/Monitoring Plan. 

Once the outstanding web site/WICI management issues are resolved, a team of volunteers needs to be 
appointed with a view to the management and moderation of the site.  The management system will be 
straightforward and easy to use and appropriate training will be given. A basic staged plan of what is 
required from the volunteers and how it will work will be drawn up. The web site will represent the Parish 

Council’s standing in the community and it is therefore hoped that a small team of volunteers will come 

forward from amongst the Parish Councillors. 
  

8.        PARTY IN THE PARK. 

 

10/253. To inform members of the progress regarding this year’s Party in the Park. 

Premises Licence. Arrangements are well in hand. This year the Fire Service has visited the HIC to explain 
that they are in the process of standardising the supporting information for all premises licence 
applications of which they must audit. This involves more detailed risk assessments and emergency 
evacuation plans etc. The new requirements involve a considerable amount of work and the Clerk is 

currently working on this for this year’s application. The Fire Service has explained that it will not hold up the 
premises licence application but it will mean that the new risk assessments etc will have to be ready by 
Party in the Park day on 17 July 2010.  
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Wootton Bridge Plan consultation. The Wootton Bridge Plan consultation display is progressing slowly but 
all will be ready for the big day. The interactive touch panels are in the process of being compiled and these 
will be used solely for the Plan consultation. There will also be a display to celebrate 25 years of Wootton 
Bridge Parish Council. 
 

 Stewards. Councillor B Ballard is organising the stewards. It was mentioned at this point that there will be 
enough jobs to do on the day for every Parish Councillor. 
 

Youth Club. It was mentioned that this year the Youth Club would not be having a stall but would be willing to 
help again with the raffle. 

 

10/254. To discuss who should be the responsible body for the Party in the Park. 

Further to the visit from the Fire Brigade, it highlighted that the application for the licences etc have always 
been submitted by the Clerk, as Proper Officer. It is now suggested that all licences should be submitted in 
the name of the Parish Council as the corporate body. It was also suggested that the insurance for the 

musicians should come under the name of the Parish Council. This matter will be investigated. 
RESOLVED – THAT ALL FUTURE LICENCE APPLICATIONS FOR PARTY IN THE PARK WILL BE SUBMITTED 

UNDER THE NAME OF THE PARISH COUNCIL AS THE CORPORATE BODY. 

 

9.        COUNCILLOR & PARISH CLERK TRAINING. 

 

10/255. To confirm the date set for the “in house” training and the purpose of the training. 

As part of her training programme, the Acting Clerk needs to hold an in house training session with the 
Parish Councillors to cover procedures and roles and responsibilities.   It is suggested that this be held in 
early July and before the Clerk leaves on 22 July 2010.  
RESOLVED – THAT AN EARLY EVENING IN-HOUSE TRAINING SESSION BE ARRANGED IN EARLY JULY 

2010 WITH COUNCILLORS, THE CLERK AND ACTING CLERK, TO COVER PROCEDURES AND ROLES AND 

RESPONSIBILITIES. 

 

10/256. To discuss the “Developing your Skills” audit. 
Members were reminded that as part of the Quality criteria, ongoing training is required of councillors. In 
this connection it was suggested that a training needs audit be carried out as part of the above training 
session.   

RESOLVED – THAT A TRAINING NEEDS AUDIT BE CARRIED OUT AT THE IN-HOUSE TRAINING SESSION TO 

BE HELD IN EARLY JULY 2010. 
 

10.     WOOTTON BRIDGE SPORTS & FITNESS ASSOCIATION. 

  

  10/257.  To inform members of the plans for putting the WBSFA funds into a separate reserve 
account of the Parish   Council. 
Members were reminded that WBSFA has now placed the Sports and Fitness Centre project on hold. The 
Articles of the Association state that in the event of the Company being wound up, any surplus would go to 
the Parish Council to be spent on the objects of the WBSFA. The Clerk advised that the money  would be 

kept in a separate reserve.  
RESOLVED – THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL AGREES TO HOLD THE SURPLUS FUNDS OF THE WOOTTON 

BRIDGE SPORTS AND FITNESS ASSOCIATION TO BE SPENT ON THE OBJECTS OF THE WBSFA. 

- THAT THE FUNDS WILL BE KEPT IN A SEPARATE RESERVE 

- THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL WILL REQUEST A LETTER FROM WBSFA OUTLINING THE TERMS OF 

REFERENCE FOR EXPENDITURE. 

 

11.     COMMITTEES AND MEETINGS.  

           To report on the following meetings:- 
 

10/258. IWALC Executive.  

Members had been provided in advance with a report of the Executive meeting held on 20 May 2010 a 
copy of which forms Apendix A of these minutres. It was then mentioned that Astrid Davies is to attend the 

IWALC AGM to speak on the work of the Island Strategic Partnership.   
 

Any other meetings. 
 

10/259. Island Waste. 

A meeting is due to be held this week. 
 

            10/260.  Village Partnership Meeting. 

i) To endorse the minutes of the Village Partnership Meeting held on 26.4.10. 
RESOLVED – THAT THE PARISH COUNCIL ENDORSES THE MINUTES OF THE VILLAGE PARTNERSHIP 

MEETING HELD ON 26.4.10. 
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            ii) To report on the meeting held on 1 June 2010.  

Matters raised at the Partnership meeting held on 1 June 2010 included:- 

• Update on the WICI. 

• Party in the Park update, including the Dog Show. 

• Wootton Bridge Plan consultation. 
The Clerk is meeting with the consultant working for the RCC tomorrow to talk about the Wootton 

Bridge  Plan and how it can be integrated into a wider regional/national plan network. 

• Date of next meeting Tuesday 6 July 2010. 
 

12.      CORRESPONDENCE. 

 For information only. 
 

 10/261. Growing your neighbourhood seminar at Ventnor Botanical Gardens. 

           The invitation was passed on to the Parish Council’s Wootton in Bloom representative. 

            10/262. Tesco Express. 

Information regarding the associated road works with the new store. 
10/263. Community Action Awards. 

            Invitation to awards ceremony to be held on 24 June 2010 at 6.30pm in the Riverside Centre. 
 10/264. NHS. 

 Invitation to AGM to be held on 7 July 2010. 
 

13.      ACCOUNTS.  

 

10/265. To report on the internal audit of the 2009/2010 accounts. 

The internal audit was carried out on 22 May 2010 and no matters arose which gave cause for concern 
and the accounts were duly signed off by the internal auditor. 
 

10/266. To receive and approve the 2009/2010 accounts.   

Members had been provided in advance with copies of the 2009/10 financial year accounts and the 
annual return. 

RESOLVED – THAT THE 2009/2010 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS BE APPROVED AND SIGNED BY   THE 

CHAIRMAN AND CLERK. A COPY FORMS APPENDIX C OF THESE MINUTES. 

  

10/267. To complete the annual governance statement which forms part of the Annual Return 
Statement for the year end 31 March 2010.  ) 
Members, having been provided in advance with copies of the annual governance statement, completed the 
questions which form part of the annual return. 
RESOLVED – THAT THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT IN RESPECT OF THE AUDIT COMMISSION 

ANNUAL RETURN FOR YEAR END 31 MARCH 2010 BE  APPROVED AND SIGNED BY THE CHAIRMAN 

AND CLERK. A COPY FORMS APPENDIX D OF THESE MINUTES. 

 

10/268. To inform members of the date of the annual external audit. 
Members were reminded that the external audit of accounts 2009/2010 is set for 12 July 2010. 
   

10/269. To consider and approve the accounts for payment 
Members were presented with the accounts for payment  
RESOLVED – THAT THE ACCOUNTS PRESENTED TOTALLING £9,990.74 BE PAID, A COPY OF WHICH 

FORMS APPENDIX E OF THESE MINUTES. 

At this point the Clerk mentioned that many of the Parish council’s purchases now have to be through on-
line payments and that in this connection there is a need for either a Parish Council debit or credit card. It 
was agreed to investigate this matter. 

   

14. TO  RECEIVE ANY ITEMS FOR INCLUSION ON THE NEXT AGENDA. 

 

  10/270. No matters were received but general issues raised included:- 
- Lack of car parking space in the car park. 
- The need for ‘free car parking’ signs in the High Street. 
- People parking on the slipway in Mill Square. It was suggested bollards be installed. The local 

member will take this matter up. 

- The Riverside Works has now gone. 

- The Brannon Way toilets are in need of better cleaning. 
 

There being no further business to discuss the meeting closed at 8.13pm. 
 

 

Signed............................................................................................................................dated................................................................... 


